www.spencecollins.com


NEWSLETTER
TO:

GOOIN’ FOR GAFFTOP TOURNAMENT FISHERMEN
FROM:

Spence Collins


Tournament Director & Owner

DATE:

February 23, 2009
TOURNAMENT
DATE:

April 25, 2009
SUBJECT:

14th Annual Spence Collins “GOOIN’ FOR GAFFTOP” Invitational Fishing Tournament Newsletter
Times must be slow if I can get this newsletter out by the end of February.  Hopefully, all of you tournament anglers have saved a little cash when the times were better so you can participate in the 14th Annual Spence Collins “GOOIN’ FOR GAFFTOP” Invitational Fishing.  This year’s tournament is set for April 25, 2009 with the weigh-in at Woody’s and the tournament headquarters at The Summer Place.  Richard Schroer has generously made the Summer Place available to us again (raise your glass to him) (http://www.summerplacetx.com/).
Much to my dismay, there is a definite trend for teams to have their own uniforms.  Although my team will not join that trend, I can damn sure turn it into a commercial for Rivercity Sportswear ((512) 447-3762).  Call them early so they can special order your lime green fishing shirts just like they have at the Boo-Ray tournament.
I’m struggling with an idea for the t-shirt this year, so send yours in to me and if I use it, then you’ll receive an extra few t-shirts.
Prizes will be awarded to the team that wins Heaviest Stringer.  Individual prizes will be awarded to the person who caught the Biggest Gafftop, Biggest Trout and Biggest Red.  If you are seeking some additional tournament anglers for your team, just let me know and I will try to match you up.
I will continue the Fetzer Live and Silent Auctions that began in 2006, which will benefit Breast Cancer Research.  Many of you knew one of my very closest friends Moss Fetzer, who passed away in July 2004 from a motorcycle accident.  Plain and simple, Moss was the most popular person I have known and will ever know and I am proud to say that he looked forward to coming to the Gafftop Tournament each year.    Therefore, if you are one of Moss’ friends, I invite you to attend this year and re-tell some of the legendary Moss stories.  Some of Moss’ family members have been impacted by breast cancer and it was a cause near and dear to his heart.  Proceeds from the tournament entry fees and the Calcutta will continue to benefit CCA-Texas.  I AM SEEKING DONATIONS TO THE SILENT AND LIVE AUCTIONS!  PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION.
Be sure to check out the Gafftop Tournament website at www.spencecollins.com to see previous year’s pictures, winners, etc.  Thanks to Mike Harger (Ensoft Systems) for his help maintaining the website throughout the year.
SPONSORS

The three levels of sponsorship at the Gafftop Tournament are listed below with the amounts for each level of sponsorship.  I am in search sponsors on each level, but especially the Lead Sponsor.  All sponsorships include entry fee, continuous plugging by me, and logo or name on the official Gafftop Tournament Koozie.
Lead Sponsor ($500) – Gary Raesz Custom Floors
Gold Spoon Sponsors ($275) – McBride’s, LoneStar Bank, The Summer Place
Silver Spoon Sponsors ($175) – Ensoft Systems (Mike Harger), Mike Mullins, Greg Marberry.

Same song –same verse as far as tournament format.  Friday night cocktail hour/check-in begins at 7:00 PM with the Calcutta beginning around 9:00 PM.  Please try to make it by then or else you will be required to buy your team for the minimum of $200.  Fishing starts at 6:00 AM on Saturday morning with the weigh-in at Woody’s at 3:30 PM.  Fish fry and awards ceremony begins at 7:00 PM on Saturday night.

ENTRY FEE

The tournament entry fee is $400 per four-man team this year.  If one of you team members is a Gold or Silver Spoon Sponsor, then you may deduct $75 for Silver and $150 for Gold Sponsorship.   If you would like to donate an additional amount to Breast Cancer Fund, you can make out a separate check to Fetzer Breast Cancer Fund, which will be a charitable donation.  Just include that check with your entry fee check and I will see that it’s goes directly to the fund and you get your charitable deduction paperwork.  As usual, you will get beer and whiskey at the Tournament Headquarters on Friday during the Calcutta and Saturday night during dinner, a high-fat meal consisting of fresh fried fish and Cole Slaw, the right to weigh-in your fish and compete for prizes, a T-shirt (sizes subject availability).  Make your check out to “Spence Collins” and mail it to me at P.O. Box 5943, Austin, Texas 78763.  Keep in mind that all tournament proceeds will benefit the Austin chapter of the Coastal Conservation Association – Texas (CCA-Texas).  Live and Silent Auction proceeds will benefit Breast Cancer Research Foundation.
GOOIN’ FOR GAFFTOP RULES

By entering the tournament, your team agrees to buy itself in the Calcutta for the minimum of $200.  If you buy yourself or someone else, you must pay immediately after the Calcutta in cash or check!  No IOU’s.  Each team will be allowed to weigh-in two redfish and three trout for Heaviest Stringer, and one Gafftop.  For those who do not use a guide, the weight of their fish will be multiplied by 115%.  Prizes will be awarded for Heaviest Stringer (team), Big Trout (individually), Big Red (individually), and Big Gafftop.  In regards to the Calcutta purse, $100 will go to Big Gafftop and 10% will go to tournament expenses.  The remaining 90% will be divided as follows:

	Category
	Cut of Purse

	Heaviest Stringer
	40%

	Biggest Trout
	20%

	Biggest Red
	20%

	2nd Place Heaviest Stringer
	10%


Lastly, but certainly not least, here are the official “GOOIN’ FOR GAFFTOP” rules.  It would be very wise to give your guide a copy of these rules prior to leaving the dock in the morning.

1. Weigh-in will be at 3:30 PM at Woody’s.  You must be at the dock by this time or else you will not be allowed to weigh-in.  Of course, this means that you would forfeit your Calcutta winnings to me.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!
2. Each team will be allowed to weigh-in three trout and two redfish.  One flounder or one Gafftop may be substituted for either species.  Redfish must be between 20 and 28 inches (please note that this is the same rule since the inception of the tournament).  All fish must meet state requirements.  All Texas Parks and Wildlife rules and regulations must be observed.  
3. Prizes will be awarded to the winners of Heaviest Stringer, Big Trout, Big Red, and Biggest Snot Monster (Gafftop for your neophytes).  In the event of a tie for Heaviest Stringer, the weight, then length of the heaviest trout prevails. Should there be a tie in weight and length, then the winner will be determined by order of weigh-in.

4. For those who do not use a guide, the weight of each fish will be multiplied by 115%.  Your guide’s catch cannot be counted towards anyone’s fish.

5. Any type of live or dead bait may be used.  Surf and jetty fishing is allowed.  Channel fishing on the bottom with dead bait is strongly encouraged.

6. All anglers must have a current Texas Fishing License and a saltwater stamp.  A membership in the Coastal Conservation Association is highly recommended and can be purchased from me at the standard fee of $25.

7. All fish must have been caught the day of the weigh-in and shall be in a fresh and edible condition at the time of the weigh-in.  Fish with damaged fins or tails will be disqualified.  If you submit a fish at the weigh-in that is illegal, then you will be disqualified in all categories!
8. All decisions of the tournament director and weigh master are final.

GUIDES

Give my friend Glenn Martin at Woody’s in Port Aransas a call at 361-749-5271.  He has a whole bevy of great guides available.  Let the folks know that you are fishing in the Gafftop Tournament.  If you need to share the expense of a guided trip with somebody, give me a call and I will match up tournament anglers.  Let me know if you are not having luck getting a guide.
ACCOMODATIONS

You can call the Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce at 1-800-45COAST for a list of hotels and/or condos.  There is a Best Western (361-749-3010) a couple of blocks away.
14th annual Gafftop Tournament

Saturday, April 25, 2009
Port Aransas, Texas
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Guided or Unguided Team (circle one)

NOTE:
Each fishing participant must hold a valid Texas Fishing License with a Saltwater Stamp and have a membership to the Coastal Conservation Association.

This entry will be considered incomplete unless signed above by each team member.  In signing this entry, I hereby waive and release all other contestants, hosts, sponsors and tournament officials from all claims of injury and/or damage incurred in connection with this tournament.  I have become familiar with and agree to abide by the tournament rules, and swear that the above facts are true to the best of my knowledge and enclose herewith my entry fee.
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